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RBMWR  

Meeting Minutes 
 By Lady Kathryn 

Guests:  Chip Lambs, Renee and Stan, and Richard - Welcome!!! 

 

Old Business:  

¶ Reminder the Christmas party is at Babeôs on Dec 13
th
 at 6pm.  

¶ We talked more about the newsletter. We all motioned/voted to still 

have the newsletter but have it in only electronic form. We agreed to 

have a minimal amount of info included in the newsletter (rider 

schedule, minutes, dinner plans ï at least 2 months worth, and of 

course our wonderful advertisers). 

 

New Business: 

¶ It is time for nominations. The people I asked to help with nominations 

had no ideas, so we had nominations at the meeting!! Joe Sokohl was 

asked to be the new President. Robert Naindal the VP. Richard was to 

stay as Finance. Charles Peters as Secretary.  Charlie Manson 

volunteered to become the Rally Master and all motioned and voted to 

have the Rally Master NOT have to pay membership dues, due to all 

the work they do. Thank you everyone for accepting your nominations 

and Charlie for volunteering to become the new Rally Master!!!  Final 

votes will happen at the January meeting. 

¶ Joe mentioned again about Richmond BMWRider.ning.com. Said 

there were forums to have articles, questions, picture uploads for the 

club. If you are interested, please sign up. If you have any questions, 

please direct them to Joe Sokohl. 

¶ Rusty gave an update on the Oyster Festival. He said it went very 

smoothly and had fun by all. Thank you Rusty for getting the ride 

together every year. I know a lot of you enjoy it. 

¶ John Heckman volunteered to take over the newsletter. A big thank 

you for that!! Dan has been showing John the ropes and hope all of 

that goes smoothly, too. 

 

January dinner will be at the Thai Diner on Broad Street and Parham. Club 

dinners are every 4th Tuesday of the Month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RBMWR Dues $15/yr 

Pay online or send to: 

RBMWR  

C/o Richard Hinman 

2741 Birdsong Lane 

Powhatan, VA 23139 

Dates to  Remember  

 

January 17th, 2010 

Club Meeting 

 

January 10th, 2010 

Bikes in the Bottom®  

@ Poeõs Pub 

 

January 26th, 2010 

Club dinner 

4
th

 Tuesday of the month 

 

New Member Application 

RBMWR Web Page 

Richmond BMW Riders 

RBMWR Info Site 

http://www.rbmwr.com/renewal.php
http://www.rbmwr.com/member.html
http://www.rbmwr.com/index.php
http://richmondbmwriders.ning.com/
http://www.williamsburgriders.org/RBMWR.html
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CA L E N D A R  O F  EV E N T S 

JA N  1S T  RI D E  RU S T Y 

JA N  10 B I K E S  I N  T H E  BO T T O M  

JA N  15-17 DC  M O T O R C Y C L E  SH O W  

JA N  17T H  CL U B  M E E T I N G  

JA N  26T H  4T H  T U E S  CL U B  D I N N E R  

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Party at Babes Dec 13th 2009 

"You can always spot a motor-cycle racer in a restaurant. He's the one 

gripping his fork with the first two fingers of his left hand". 
 

Kenny Roberts 

mailto:rustygross@comcast.net
http://www.motorcycleshows.com/WashingtonDC
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Searching for the Holy Grail (a history 

of the RBMWR)  
Compiled by Frank Hallman & Mike Stevens 

 

I discovered there wasnôt a published history of our 

club, The Richmond BMW Riders. Deciding to 

undertake the task, little did I realize the odyssey upon 

which I was being launched.  

  

The first discovery was that Frank Hallman had started 

work on a history in the year 2000; but, hadnôt 

progressed very far. So we combined notes. Frank has 

95% of the newsletters from day one. Eppa Wimbish 

also shared all the information he has. Information was 

requested from everybody in the club through the 

insertion of a blurb in the newsletter and emailing 

known old timers. Some responded, most didnôt. Some 

had previously responded to Frank in the year 2000 and 

these responses are included herein.  

 

The original intent was to use these responses as an 

outline to write a history. After reading the submissions, 

it was decided to transcribe them verbatim, including 

Frankôs additions. This is my decision alone and if 

Gary, Spike, Mark, Jon or Frank becomes upset over it, 

Iôm the one you should come looking for to get 

satisfaction. Also Garyôs response of 2000 was 

misplaced (Frank says he had filed it away, temporally) 

and he wrote another this spring. In the interim, the 

missing essay was located and the two have been 

combined the keeping faithful to Garyôs wording. 

Frank and I have added several edits for additional 

information. These edits are included in [brackets].  

 

Normally, the derogatory comments made about David 

Newcomer, Leo Swartz and the Mortonôs Garage 

Service Tech would have been edited out; however, 

through personal similar experiences I believe the 

comments to be true. It should be noted that 20 years 

ago at Mortonôs, BMWôs were secondary to lawn 

mowers and chain saws. The Tech servicing your BMW 

might have been told to drop it and get on a lawn mower 

that someone was coming to pick up or vice versa. 

These situations dovetail with the history of the club in 

that these problems created a need for a forum, hence 

the resurrection of the Club. Customer service problems 

at the area dealers most likely gave rise to Gene 

Walkerôs, ñGeneôs Cycle Serviceò and Mark Stubbsô, 

ñMoto Europaò which are integral to our history. Just 

my opinion.   

RBMWR 

T H E  BE G I N N I N G  

Up until December 20, 1992 the Richmond BMW Riders was 

a group of BMW enthusiasts who gathered for impromptu 

meetings. During the meeting of October 4, 1992, with Gary 

Cobb presiding, it was decided to formalize the Club. 

Nominations were closed in November and an election was 

held December 20, 1992. The following is an outline of 

officers since that time. 

 

1993     President:              Eppa Wimbish 

             Vice President:      Mark Stubbs 

             Secretary:               Sid Kere 

             Treasurer:               Michelle Eichorn 

             NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  FUNCTION OF THE  

  SECRETARY, SID KERE 

1994     President:               Mark Stubbs - Mark resigned 

    this post in May                                                                                                                            

                                            Alan Broom from June on 

             Vice President:       Alan Broom - seat vacant from 

   June on 

             Secretary:                Francie McFeeters 

             Treasurer:                Michelle Eichorn 

             Members at Large:  Eppa Wimbish 

                                              Charles Peters 

             NEWSLETTER EDITOR:   FUNCTION OF THE 

 SECRETARY, FRANCIE MCPHEETERS 

 

'Only a biker knows why a dog 
sticks his head out of a car 

window'.  
~Author Unknown  
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Glancing through the Newsletters, I was reminded of 

many good times and bad times the club has had. 

There is the good natured banter between Joe 

Prezioso and just about every female member weôve 

ever had. The poetry of ñDismalò Don Dudley, may 

you rest in peace old friend. The several times we 

showed up to a meeting only to find the Restaurant 

was closed (Babeôs has never closed us out). Yes, 

even some embarrassingly vicious personal feuds 

with fellow members. Thank God we donôt do that 

anymore. 

 

It would be wise for you to pay particular attention to 

Frankôs diatribe about the BMWCCA. This could be 

our club. Every year we beg to get nominations for 

officers. Rarely is there a true election. Usually the 

single RELUCTANT nominee is elected, no, make 

that appointed. You NEED to be involved either as 

an officer, with the rally, or a Newsletter contributor. 

This club is worth saving. 

 

If you have any other views, memories or 

corrections, please submit them. This should be a 

work in progress. 

 

In the meantime, prop your feet up, read and enjoy. 

 

Gary Cobb: 

In 1979, there was a new BMW M/C dealer in 

Richmond at Roseneath Rd. & Clay St. This is where 

Wayne Dodd bought the brown 1979 BMW RT I 

think he still has. It was operated by a young fellow 

who, I guess, had access to some funds. [MS - This 

was David Newcomer, who sold me my first BMW.] 

This BMW M/C Dealer was a young man and didnôt 

work very hard, so he went out of business in, I 

believe, 1981. A young VCU student named George 

Young worked there as a salesman and had a pre 70ôs 

BMW with a side car that may have gone to Mark 

Stubbs. I believe this is the same George Young who 

is an officer with BMWBMW in D.C. In 1980 

George put out the word that he was starting a club in 

Richmond. I think the first meeting was held at the 

dealership on a Saturday afternoon in late 1980. As 

well as I can remember, in attendance were George, 

Woody Roll, Mark Stubbs, Jon Knight, a Mr. 

Snowden (who had a 1 cylinder BMW), a friend of 

Mr. Snowden: a tall blonde young lady who had 

bought a 1979 R65 at the dealership that had a lot of 

carb trouble as this was the first year for the 650 

BMW, I believe Wayne Dodd, and me. The meetings 

stopped when the Dealer went out of Business in 

1981. 

 

Christmas Party at Babe's Dec 2009  

If you don't ride in the rain, you 
don't ride.   

 
 ~Author Unknown  
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Nothing else happened until the fall of 1982 when the word was put out that a new group of BMW riders was 

forming in Richmond. Wayne Dodd (aka doug dodd), Lou Sirkin, Mark Stubbs, Mike Trent, Jon Knight, Tripp 

Clark, Elmer Mann, Doug Stone, Frank Hallman, Harlan & Berry McMurray, Greg Holland, Gene Walker and 

me as well as several others I can no longer remember, met at my house on Parham Rd in March of 1983. It was 

decided the club would be chartered by BMWMOA as the BMWRA was in dire condition at that time (somebody 

had supposedly made off with all the money). 

 

The name BMW Riders of Richmond was decided on a little later at a meeting at the Celebrity Room on Brook 

Rd. by most of the above group. A little later a charter request was sent in to BMWMOA. [MS - With Dave 

Swisherôs assistance.] The club was chartered as club #132. There had to be 10 names on the charter application. 

I canôt remember all of the names, but Lou Sirkin, Wayne Dodd, Mark Stubbs, Jon Knight, Tripp Clark, I think, 

Elmer Mann, Mike Trent, myself. I donôt know if Woody Roll was on it or not, Maybe Frank Hallman and the 

McMurray brothers. There were no by-laws or officers, just a group of BMW riders who wanted to ride.    

  

We met at Elmer Mannôs house once; he had a R90S & R60/6. We met at Stubbs house once. It was at Stubbs 

place that Wayne Dodd showed everyone the rod bearing that came out of his 1979 RT that he bought from the 

dealer on Roseneath Rd. It seems that someone had ridden the bike before Wayne and had really ñstood on itò. In 

doing so, had flattened one rod bearing, really bad. I donôt know how it didnôt throw a rod it was so bad. I asked 

Wayne if they had turned the crank, he said no. I understood that Gene Walker fixed the bike.  

 

A mailing list of about 70 names was made up and sent out. It was updated several times. I wish I had a copy of 

the last one; but, I donôt have a copy of any of them. Frank Hallman might have one, I donôt know. There was a 

guy out on Chamberlayne Rd. named, I think, Bronnenberg who had a basket case BMW and a Moto Morini, a 

guy named Sheridan on Sprenkle Ave. who had a R90S, Andre Bality who later bought Lou Sirkinôs R90S and 

then moved to Denver; but, I think he came back, Mike Trent had a R100/7, Tripp Clark, who was one of the 

original founding members, had a R75/5 and R100. Tripp did a lot in keeping things going in the early years. 

Stuart Beatson, from Mortonôs, used to come down sometimes as did Mr. Word from David Word Automotive. 

By this time we were meeting at McLeanôs Restaurant on West Broad St. I think, the 1
st
 Friday of the month. 

Sometimes we had a big group, sometimes just 6 or 8. I donôt know what happened to the McMurray brothers 

(Berry and Harlan ï better known as ñHarleyò). Harley bought my first BMW, a 1973 R75/5. The last I heard, 

Mike Trent was riding a Harley and is called ñPopò. Wayne Dodd is a Snap-on tool dealer. Tripp Clark was with 

Sun Trust. I donôt know where Elmer Mann is [FH ï Elmer is now retired as an Engineer from VEPCO. Back 

then he did not socialize very much and came to a few meetings. He had a R90S and a R100RT. He and his son 

used to make annual rides on the Blue Ridge Parkway. This was a big event for them]. I canôt remember the 

names of most of the others.  

 

We had several rides, most went to the mountains and would last all day. We often stopped by Leo Swartzôs 

place, the BMW dealer in Lydia, VA (now gone). [FH ï Leo was a unique individual to say the least. What got 

my attention the first time I met him: he was wearing an old sidearm, it looked like a Civil War Colt revolver. I 

never saw him without it. It was for protection, he said, Outlaws and such in óem thar Mountains]. He was on 

route 33 just east of the parkway. Leo liked to sit in his chair in front of his store while Connie and the boys did 

all the work. Leo was at Doe Hill the last I heard. [MS ï Leo is now a sheep farmer.] His old place in Lydia is 

now a Gift Shop. On one ride, Tripp Clark broke down out on route 6, but managed to catch up at Crabtree Falls. 

Then we all got split up in Lexington, VA. Stubbs and some others went to Clifton Forge. The rest went to 

Goshen Pass; but, we all got together at the Buckhorn Inn on US 250 about 15 miles west of Staunton. One time 

we got lost going from Mortonôs to Route 3. One time we left Mike Stevens at Leo Swartzôs place and we left 

Doug Bronnenberg at Mortonôs one time; but, we never had a wreck. I remember when thieves broke into Lou 

Sirkinôs garage and torched it with his R90S (one of the last ones to be brought to the U.S.) in it. Then a service 

tech at Mortonôs Garage overhauled Louôs transmission and didnôt put oil back in it. Lou made it back to 

Richmond before it quit. 

  

By this time only 3 or 4 people were coming to the meeting place; which, was now at Steak & Egg next to- 
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 McLeanôs so the club became inactive. The yearly [Charter] fee was being paid in the hope things would eventually 

improve. [MS ï Gary paid the Charter fee out of his own pocket. For this, several years ago he was voted ñLifetime 

Memberò.] 

 

In the early 1990ôs someone, I donôt remember who, wanted information on lowering his seat on his BMW M/C, an R80RT 

I think. He began making phone calls and got people interested. [FH ï this was Sidney Koerin. Sid first called Gary Cobb 

and Gary passed him on to me because I knew who to get in touch with. The club had gone dormant for a few years. Sid 

kept calling me, 2 or 3 times a week, as to when we were going to meet. I eventually got in touch with Spike, Jon, Mark, 

Greg, Lou, Wayne, Eppa and Tripp and we set up a meeting at McLeanôs. I called Sid to let him know when and where we 

were meeting. We met at McLeanôs, the greasy spoon joint on Broad Street. Before this initial meeting, I made copies of the 

old mailing list. We talked about waking up the Club again and I got everyone to take a page of the original mailing list and 

to commit. Each person was to contact everyone on their page from the list. The next meeting we had some old members 

still interested in restarting the old Club back up again show up. At this point all persons on the original mailing list had still 

not been contacted. At that point we took the information we had and put it together to form a new list. Tripp suggested, 

and we agreed, that all those on the list who had addresses on the old list would be sent a one-time letter about starting up 

the club again. The letters were mailed and the Club started to come back to life. The ball was rolling and new blood began 

to flow. Thank you Sid for bugging the hell out of me. I finally got off my butt and got a meeting together]. Thatôs when 

Eppa Wimbish and some others contacted me to start up again. We met at McLeanôs, decided to elect officers and Eppa 

became president. He got by-laws and such from, I think, Rider Magazine, and it went on from there. 

And thatôs the way it was (I think)! 

 

Spike Williamson: 

As I recall the club founding/MOA charter meeting was held at Mark Stubbsô place in early 1983, there were ten of us 

MOA members there: Gary Cobb, Mark Stubbs, Jon Knight, Jack Cooke, Alan Brough, myself, Lou Sirkin and Mike Trent 

and Frank Hallman (I believe). I have forgotten the others. Gary submitted the application. 

 

In the beginning, we met periodically at McLeanôs Restaurant on Broad Street near the Department of Game and Inland 

Fisheries. For a long time we preferred an informal group with no officers, dues, etc. Every once in a while someone would 

pass the hat to help fund the annual charter dues or a mailing. But in reality, Gary funded and kept up charter. 

Mike Trent, Alan and Kay Brough, and I won the clubôs first rally award. Largest club in attendance at the first New 

Sweden Last Chance Rally in September 1983. 
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 In the early years, Frank Hallman, Wayne Dodd, and I also belonged to the Shockoe Chapter of the BMW Car Club 

of America. It was fun educating the car people that BMW also made motorcycles. I donôt believe the local 

BMWCCA chapter is still around; I think the nearest chapter is in Charlottesville. [FH ï The Richmond car clubôs 

officers consisted of Bob & Patty Miller, Spike, Sue & Alby McCue, Wayne Dodd, Terry Paiva, Jan Dunbar, Bob 

Crighler and me. We, ñthe Board of Directorsò each exchanged positions: Pres., VP, Sec., Treas., Activities, etc. 

every year in order to keep the club active. This went on for several years. I was Pres. a few times, so was Wayne 

and Bob Crighler. Sue McCue usually held the position of Editor. I held that position a couple of times and used to 

write about the history of BMW.  

 

I centered my material around BMW motorcycles as much as I could and folded it into the carôs history. As the 

years passed, we could never get the club to be active in anything. BMWCCA required clubs to put on events. For 

each member who joined BMWCCA the local chapter would receive a certain amount of money to support the club. 

We could hardly get anyone to show up. We used to have free pizza night at the Celebrity Room with all the pizza 

you could eat. We put on events like a Hare and Hound, and no one would show up. We had a large treasury and had 

a hard time spending the required amount of money allotted to us by BMWCCA. Eventually after all of us swapped 

executive positions several times, we just got plain tired and decided to fold the club. Now anyone who joins 

BMWCCA automatically becomes a member of the ñnewò local chapter which is now the Charlottesville Club, all 

that money gone to pot. We were supposed to be a club, meet, talk wrench turning and so on, but I guess all those 

ñnewò BMW car owners with 750ILôs werenôt into clubs, activities and so on. 

http://www.mortonsbmw.com/
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We even put on a Foreign Car Show in Shockoe Bottom two maybe three years, all foreign brands shown, like 1954-1957 

Mercedes-Benz 300SL Gull wing coupes and the great Porsche roadsters of the 1950ôs, classic BMW 507 with its 150 hp 

3.2 liter V8 engine. I put my ô77 320i that was all tricked out in the show too. The Board became just plain flat out tired due 

to the lack of interest of its members along with the Board doing everything year after year. We decided to fold and let it all 

roll to the Charlottesville Chapter.] Amazing weôre still active and the local car group is not. Must have something to do 

with the great group of people that make up the bike club.  

 

Sometime in the late 80ôs I designed an unofficial club logo. It combined elements of the then City of Richmond logo, The 

Richmond BMW auto dealerôs emblem, and our club name. Several of us attended the 1988 MOA national rally in Madison, 

Indiana and had nametags made [MS - I believe they are still available from ï The Sign Man III, 

djbarnes@mindspring.com]  

Forget what year we became more formalized, having officers, etc. Believe we were meeting at Shoneyôs in Carytown. 

Either Eppa or Mark was the first president, I think. Before we were lucky to meet at Babeôs, weôve met at Andyôs in 

Mechanicsville, and another place up the street in Carytown (donôt recall the name). Somewhere along the line, I believe my 

unofficial logo was voted in as the club logo. Jon Knight with his own money had a pendant made, and occasionally youôll 

see it used at a club function. I think the logo had to be retired, as it didnôt conform to BMWôs club emblem requirements or 

their logo police restrictions.  

 

Mark Stubbs: 

My memory of the clubôs beginnings goes back to the very early ó80ôs. The core group met at various peopleôs homes 

beginning with Gary Cobb who really went the distance to make things official. Alan Broom was there as well as the others 

you mentioned including Eppa, Michelle, etcetera. We sent out a newsletter of sorts that I put together very crudely and sent 

to members and probably Mortonôs. We did a fair amount of riding together but never got into the politics of being a club. 

After a time we sort of fell away from the organized meetings until the core group decided to find a public place to meet. 

McLeanôs Restaurant on Broad Street was chosen and we met there on Fridays after work for some time. I remember 

arranging for Stuart Beatson, who was then doing very well racing an R90S, [which he still has]- 

 

 

http://www.ztechnik.com/
mailto:djbarnes@mindspring.com
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 to come talk to the group and we always tried to have something interesting planned. We were always a very loose 

group and I really think that has been the attraction for most members Later we started meeting on weekend mornings I 

think and then I lose track. I remember regrouping with Francie McPheeters and some other new members in the early 

90ôs and meeting at various homes then at Shoneyôs and that place in Mechanicsville [Andyôs BBQ] and the Moore 

Street Diner as well as other places. I think I was president once or twice as was Alan, Eppa, Charles, Gary, Mike and 

Matt. There must have been otherséé.Thatôs all I remember at this point. 

 

Jon Knight: 

The things that I remember about the history of the Richmond club are the following:  

In late 1981 or early 1982 there was a group meeting at Old Dominion BMW located on Roseneath in Richmond. We 

met Saturdays once a month. Later in 1982 we met at one of the Stubbs brotherôs place to sign the charter for the MOA. 

The people, but not limited to, that I remember being present: Spike Williamson, Wayne Dodd, Mark Stubbs, his 

brother [Phillip], Gary Cobb, Tripp Clark (?), Allen Brough, a few others and myself. We met at McLeanôs on Broad 

St., Gary Cobbôs house, at a truck stop just north of Richmond [the one on RT30 across from Kingôs Dominion], 

Shoneyôs and many other places in the area. 

 

During the early years a collection was taken to keep the charter with the MOA alive. Gary Cobb and Tripp Clark kept 

up with the paper work. The time came to be organized into a formal club with officers in the recent years. 

 

Mike Stevens: 

At the Sherando Rally in 1999, Charlie & Barbara Robinson and Doug & Katherine Stone informed some of our 

members in attendance that they were burned out from putting on the Rally for 25 years and were thinking about just 

letting it go. I believe it was Matt Stone and Charles Peters who proposed we take it over. This was put to a 

membership vote which passed. Due to our affiliation with both MOA & RA the Rally is now an official BMWMOA 

& BMWRA Rally. Eppa Wimbish volunteered to be Rally Chairman; which he was for 2000 thru 2002, Mike Danner 

assumed the Chair for 2003 & 2004. Dave Mitchell is currently Rally Chair. The Robinson/Stone group turned over all 

their equipment and supplies to us with the understanding that if we should ever stop putting on the rally, we give them 

first right of refusal to continue the rally. Eppa altered the meal system to help improve profitability. Mike Danner 

secured the large tent to save rental fees and started a relationship with the Waynesboro/Staunton Chapter of the Bosom 

Buddies, the ñbreakfast ladiesò.        

 
 

http://www.velocityvintage.com/

