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RBMWR Meeting Minutes 
 1/17/10 

It was a perfect day for a motorcycle event: raining and 43 degrees Fahrenheit.  

There was one motorcycle in the bank parking lot and 40 lost souls in Babes.  

Most of the attendees were grumpy old men whose wives or significant others 

forced them out of the house so they could have some peace and quiet for a 

couple of hours.  There was one guest, Hank Gibsonôs grandson Pierce, who at 

3 ½ was polite and sat quietly, which distinguished him from the other 

attendees.  

  

Madame President called the meeting to order at 9:45.  The first order of 

business was the election of officers for 2010.  The slate of nominees was:   

Joe Sokohl-President, Bob Annandale- Vice President, Richard Hinman-

Treasurer, and Charles Peters-Secretary.  This group of worthies was elected 

by unanimous voice vote and will be your officers for the next year.  All 

present offered sincere thanks for those out going officers who had taken care 

of business in 2009. 

 

Charlie Manson, our Rally Master announced that Sherando 2010 is set for 

Labor Day weekend and the campsite had been reserved. 

 

Richard Hinman announced that dues are due now and that membership roles 

will be purged in March and if you have not paid dues by that time your name 

will disappear, possibly never to be seen or heard again.  You would be wise to 

pay soon.  As has been the case, you can pay through the website and PayPal. 

 

The recently replaced President, and still Her Honor, announced that the new 

and improved Website is up and running.  Thanks again to Matt Stone for his 

work. 

 

A reminder that the Club dinner (4
th
 Tuesday) will be at the Thai Diner in the 

Westland Shopping Center on January 26 and at Oôtooleôs on February 23 and 

again on March 23.  Oôtooleôs is on Forest Hills Ave., just east of Westover 

Hills Blvd. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned and everyone sat 

around and complained about the weather. 

 

Charles Peters 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RBMWR Dues $15/yr 

Pay online or send to: 

RBMWR  

C/o Richard Hinman 

2741 Birdsong Lane 

Powhatan, VA 23139 

Dates to  Remember  

 

February 21st, 2010 

Club Meeting 

 

February 14th, 2010 

Bikes in the Bottom®  

@ Poeõs Pub 

 

February 23rd, 2010 

Club dinner 

4
th

 Tuesday of the month 

 

New Member Application 

RBMWR Web Page 

Richmond BMW Riders 

http://www.rbmwr.com/renewal.php
http://www.rbmwr.com/member.html
http://www.rbmwr.com/index.php
http://richmondbmwriders.ning.com/
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Notes from the Prez 
 

Hi everybody! 

 

Many thanks for your support in choosing such a great team to lead the group this year. Iôm humbled and appreciative...and 

especially since both the Veep and I are Guzzisti, not Beemer Heads. Seriously, thanks. 

 

Iôm looking forward to helping the group this year. Iôve been thinking of some themes for this year, and Iôm hoping youôll 

help me flesh these out as we go forward. Hereôs what I think Iôd like us to concentrate on this year: 

 

1. Have fun (this should be our number 1 every year). 

2. Solidify the grown-up nature of the group. Weôre a corporation, and there have been some great suggestions on how to 

achieve even better transparency as well as extensibility in the board. We need to ensure continuity in leadership and 

organization. 

3. Enhance participation of club members. If you have a concern, problem, irritation, idea, suggestion, complaint, or 

accolade...letôs hear it. Too, expect to be pressed for volunteering to help solve issues and create praise. Too, participation 

helps grow officers (what? Did I already call for my successor? 

4. Ensure that Charlie and the Sherando team have all the support they need to ensure a successful and low-stress rally. 

5. Improve club communications. Iôm pledging to John to submit my info for the newsletter  before the last Sunday of each 

month (after this one, I promise!). Iôd ask each of you to commit to one article for the newsletter this year. 

 

Whew! Thatôs a whole bunch of stuff for someone whoôs still going through papers that Kat gave me and wrapping his head 

around the concept of being Pres. More later, but letôs do be safe, especially when driving in this weather. Iôm hoping to 

have some interesting additional programs this year, and Iôm open making sure we have participation by everyone who 

wants to. 

Be safe out there, 

joe 

Joe Sokohl 

jsokohl@mac.com 

joe@sokohl.com 

Rider Leaders for 2010 

 

March 21- Eppa 

April 18-Steve Johnson 

May  16-Tony Smith 

June 20-Open 

July 18-Open 

August 15-Open 

September 19-Open 

October 17-Open 

November 21-Dave Jennings 

December 19-Xmas Party 

Ride Leader Pre-Ride Briefing (suggested) 
 

¶          Introduce self / Sweeper 
¶          Destination and basic route 

¶          Return Plans 

¶          Gas Stops 

¶          Staggered Formation / 2 sec rule 

¶          Single File when Signaled 

¶          Show Both Signals 

¶          Pass Back All Signals 

¶          Show Road Hazard Signals 

¶          Tight Formation in City 

¶          Keep Rider Behind You In Sight 
¶          Un Planned Split-up Procedures 

¶          Nobody will be left behind 

¶          Notify sweeper if splitting off early 

¶          Ride Your Own Ride / Be Safe 

 

mailto:jsokohl@mac.com
mailto:joe@sokohl.com
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Robert Annandale, President of Vice 

 

guzziv@verizon.net 

 

 

The search for Ride Leaders is on for 2010. President Joe (aka ñIl Duceò) is trying to arrange for a 

demonstration of camping gear and such from REI for February. We probably wonôt know about this until 

the February meeting. 

 

Eppa has agreed to lead a ride after the March meeting and Steve Johnson will lead a ride after the April 

meeting. After the May meeting, Tony Smith is working on a ride that will include cannon fire and 

musketry. Iôm dubbing this one the ñBoom Boom Tourò. Hampton Roads BMW-R has expressed some 

interest in joining us for that. Weôll see. Finally, Dave Jennings will lead a ride in November. 

 

This leaves five months for which we still need Ride Leaders. I am hoping that some folks who are 

relatively new to our group will be willing to share some of their favorite routes with us. Let me review 

some of the responsibilities of a Ride Leader. 

 

I suggest that a ride start either from a gas station or near a gas station. This way everybody leaves with a 

full tank. I think each ride should start with a talk by the ride leader. This talk should include information 

about how to stay together. As a ride Leader, you donôt have to think of everything that needs to be said, 

though. Our group includes many very experienced folks who are not at all afraid to speak up with things 

that need to be said. You never go far wrong depending on this group for experience, knowledge, safety 

sense and a sense of humor. 

 

If you say the ride will start at 11 (for example) then the talk should begin no later than 11:05. Donôt punish 

the people who are on time with waiting for the people who are not. 

 

I highly recommend that you pre-ride the route as close to the date as possible. VDOT and others have a 

wide variety of methods for wrecking the smooth and efficient flow of traffic. Donôt let yourself be 

surprised by a washed out bridge that requires a 125 mile detour. Not that the detour is a bad thing in and of 

itself; just donôt let it be a surprise. 

 

Many of these rides include a stop at a restaurant. I recommend that you talk to someone in authority at the 

restaurant to 1) make sure it is still in business and 2) make sure they can handle a group on Sunday. 

Admittedly, it is hard to talk to them without knowing how many people will go on the ride. But talking to 

them will reveal their ability to adjust to our reality: ñIôm bringing a group of between 6 and 35 people. Is 

that a problem?ò 

 

I know Iôm leaving some things out. Iôm taking my own advice and counting on the experience and 

expertise of our veteran members. Ask around ï people will be very helpful. But, please, I encourage you 

to get involved! Lead a ride! 
 

Ride Leaders are the most important element to group riding. They control the flow of the group and have knowledge 
of the route as well make all decisions regarding stops, keeping the group together, lane changes, merging, and 

unsafe road conditions. If the group is extra large then the group may have a middle of the pack leader in case the 
group gets split up at any given time. The Ride Leader and Sweep Rider work together hand in hand. The Ride 
Leader usually picks the sweep rider in advance so that they can exchange cell phone numbers and go over the 

intended route. 

mailto:guzziv@verizon.net
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The Grand Tour Rides Again! 

 

By Steve Witmer 

 

In April, I had promised myself I would complete the 2009 Motorcycle Grand Tour of Virginia, but other 

obligations had eclipsed my riding agenda.  I found myself a week out from the final day with 9 of 58 stops 

unreached.  A non-stop run to Chincoteague and back took care of two stops, but the remainder ultimately 

required me to bag all of the northern Virginia stops on Halloween. 

 

Theoretically an easy day of just over 250 miles, but complicated by rain and infamous northern Virginia 

traffic.  All it would take on this rainy Saturday was an accident in the wrong location to miss my target for 

completion.  Careful planning of stops was required also, inasmuch as some of my destinations did not 

open for business until 10:00 a.m. and the latest post office closure in the area was 2:00 p.m. and the 

passport needed to be postmarked that day. 

 

My first destination was the Houlihans in Springfield.  Their website indicated they opened at 7:00 a.m. on 

Saturday, and a call the night before confirmed this.  With this in mind, I planned a 6:30 departure to arrive 

in Springfield at 8:30.  Unfortunately, upon arrival, I was faced with a restaurant manager who had never 

heard of the tour.  He was most courteous, and spent about 20 minutes searching for the stamp before 

giving up.  He signed my passport and made the notation ñstamp not available.ò  Letôs hope the tour 

committee accepts that. 

 

Running behind a bit, I bagged my Fairfax stops without too much delay, then fought through traffic 

surrounding Dulles airport to reach the address of Champion Motorsports.  Sadly, the address was now a 

vacant storefront.  Champion, a small operation instead of a mega-franchise, had been dealt a final blow by 

the recession of 2009. 
 

(continued page 7) 

For those LOUD PIPE folks 

Rusty 

 

A man was telling his neighbor, 

"I just bought a new hearing 

aid. It cost me four thousand 

dollars but it's state-of-the-art. 

It's perfect! 

 

"Really", answered the 

neighbor. "What kind is it?"  

 

"Twelve Thirty" 

 

FOR SALE 

 

Gerbing G3 heated gloves, size L 

NOT Microwire--I bought these in February 2009, shortly 

before the Microwire came out. Paid $139...will take 

$100. 

http://www.gerbing.com/Products/Gloves/G3.html 

 

Joe Sokohl 

joe@sokohl.com 

804.873.6964 
 

http://www.gerbing.com/Products/Gloves/G3.html
mailto:joe@sokohl.com
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Interesting Name  
 
Wimbish is the 11,926th most popular surname in the United States; that's 0.001% of the 

population or about two to three thousand people ( -  so far five of them have visited the 

village. We look forward to seeing more of you, but not all at once please!)  
 
from: Wimbish Village Website  
 

 
Rusty's Jan 1 2010 Ride to Williamsburg's Wasabi Restaurant 

Photo by Joe  

 

 
One Man's Addiction! Photo by Steve 

 
Jan 1st Ride Meet at Shell Bottom's Bridge 

Photo by Joe 

 
Photo by Joe  

http://www.wimbish.org.uk/new/history-surname.htm
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"Any road to nowhere and back is a good ride" 

 

Spike Williamson, Jr 

http://www.mortonsbmw.com/
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(Tour-continued from page 4) 

 

Manassas Honda was still in business when I arrived and Coleman Powersports in Woodbridge seemed actually 

to be thriving.  They had some very tempting pricing on the Can-Am trikes, but I didnôt stay long.  On to the 

Marine Corps museum, where my passport was stamped by a very earnest USMC sergeant.  Let nobody suggest 

that modern Marines lack the pride and sense of purpose for which the Corps is known.  This young man was so 

serious that before placing the stamp in my passport, he tested it on another piece of paper.  He exercised painful 

precision in affixing the stamp precisely in the assigned place (as I dripped rainwater on the floor of their lobby), 

only to be disappointed when the stamp left only a faint impression in my book.  I thanked him, but disappointed 

him further when I hurried thence without entering the exhibit area, to ride to the post office in Dumfries to mail 

my passport.  This museum, which I have previously visited, is first class in every respect, and I highly 

recommend it. 

 

During the year, I visited parts of Virginia that I otherwise might never have known existed.  The Wolf Creek 

Indian Village and Museum in Bastian, Griffin Tavern in Flint Hill (very motorcycle friendly, with separate 

motorcycle parking so nobody backs into your motorcycle) and the Depot Lodge in Paint Bank are a few of the 

places I may visit again.  My tour also included a few unplanned adventures, including a rough trip from Staunton 

to Richmond with a broken clutch cable. 

 

On November 14, the tour closed out with prize drawings and lunch at the Virginia Expo Center in Caroline 

County.  Over 500 riders participated in the 2009 Tour, and a startling total of nearly 150 riders completed every 

stop. 
 

(continued)  
 

 

http://www.ztechnik.com/

