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RBMWR Meeting Minutes 
 

Spring does make a difference!  There were 60 members and guests in 

attendance and the parking lot was full of motorcycles, even a BMW or two.  

Perhaps the best part was the presence of over 10 members of the opposite 

sex. 

 

President Sokohl called the meeting to order at 9:30 with a minimum of fuss 

(Hank wasnôt there).  We had one guest, Tom who claims he rides a Honda.  

The Treasurer reported that we now have 69 dues paying members and 

reminded everyone that the membership roles will be purged on or about 

April 1 and if you havenôt paid your dues by then you will stop receiving 

the newsletter.  Richard also reminded everyone to update your information 

on the membership roster or you cannot renew you membership due to the 

technical requirements of the system.  So, update the information now! 

 

The VP and Ride Coordinator reported that April 8&9 the local Triumph 

dealer will be offering demo rides, April 17 is the Hampton Riders ride, 

òLeeôs Retreatò to which we are invited and also on the 17
th
 is Mortonôs 

Spring Open House.   

 

Eppa lead the March ride of the back roads to Central Garage (you figure 

that out) and viewing of Roller Pigeons.  I understand that the demand to 

participate grew with the Roller Pigeon announcement. 

 

It was agreed that the 4
th
 Thursday dinner will be held at Brothers Pizza on 

Route 250 east of Oilville in April and May. 

 

After much discussion of the usefulness of the website calendar and our e-

mail system the President promised to publish at least one article in this 

issue of the newsletter explaining the two systems and how to use them, and 

Past President, Madame Sinclair, agreed to update the calendar with 

anything that members send her. 

 

Finally the membership was reminded of the BMWMOA Superstakes.  See 

announcement elsewhere in this issue. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RBMWR Dues $15/yr 

Pay online or send to: 

RBMWR  
C/o Richard Hinman 
2741 Birdsong Lane 
Powhatan, VA 23139 

 

APRIL 
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Steve Johnson  will lead the ride 

after the April 18th  meeting  

Rider Leaders for 2010 

 

March 21- Eppa 

April 18-Steve Johnson 

May  23-Tony Smith 

June 20-Open 

July 18-Open 

August 15-Tim Pedersen and 

Joe Prezioso 

September 19-Open 

October 17-Charles Peters 

November 21-Dave Jennings 

http://www.rbmwr.com/
http://www.mortonsbmw.com/
http://www.mortonsbmw.com/
http://www.rbmwr.com/renewal.php
http://www.poespub.com/
http://www.rbmwr.com/
http://otoolesrestaurant.com/
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New Member Application 

RBMWR Web Page 

Richmond BMW Riders 

Notes from the Prez 

 

Moin Moin, Motorrad-Freunden! 
 
Again, a great day for a ride and a meeting! We had a passel of folks ride on Sunday. Many thanks to Eppa for leading it as well as 
for introducing us to Wayne and his rolling pigeons. How bizarre and cool all at the same time. 
 
Thanks to Mike Baker for spurring me to update calendars. I've done so on both http://www.rmbwr.com and 
http://richmondbmwriders.ning.com. As a reminder, club meetings are the 3rd Sunday of the month (but we might change May's--
stay tuned), while club dinners are the 4th Tuesday evening. Sometimes that means the dinner happens the Tuesday after the 
meeting, sometimes nine days later. 
 
I've also been updating various contact info and such with BMWMOA, BMWRA, and whoever. I hope to have a PO box in place 
soon so we can have consistency to our mailing address, no matter who the officers are. In addition, the board will be taking up 
budgeting this month, thanks to Richard's efforts. Registration for Sherando goes up soon as well. Make sure you start planning for 
it, and contact Charlie Manson to volunteer. 
 
Many thanks, be safe, and see y'all soon! 
 
Joe 
 
Joe Sokohl 
jsokohl@mac.com President, Richmond BMW Riders 

http://www.rbmwr.com 

http://richmondbmwriders.ning.com 
 
ATGATT 

(all the gear, all the time) 

Moto Guzzi Norge 1200 
 
 

 

 

(minutes) 

 

There being no further business except for pissing and moaning the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 
 

Charles Peters, March 21, 2010 

 

We meet the 3rd Sunday of every month at 9am, so mark your calendars! We meet at 

Babe's of Carytown which is located at 3166 West Cary Street on the corner of Cary and 

Auburn. Babe's is about 3 blocks west of Lucy's and across the street from the Wachovia 

bank. There is plenty of parking in the bank parking lot, so feel free to park there. 

Richmond BMW Riders  

Tony Smith's Ride-May 23rd Ride Note 

May 23: (Please note, to avoid a conflict with the Carytown 10K and to avail ourselves of an opportunity to see a Civil 

War re-enactment, the May meeting is being moved to the FOURTH Sunday of the month) Tony Smith and the Boom 

Boom Tour, complete with cannon fire and musketry. We will be admitted at the group rate of $7 each 

http://www.rbmwr.com/member.html
http://www.rbmwr.com/index.php
http://richmondbmwriders.ning.com/
http://www.rmbwr.com/
http://richmondbmwriders.ning.com/
mailto:jsokohl@mac.com
http://www.rbmwr.com/
http://richmondbmwriders.ning.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=babes,+carrytown+virginia&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=32.059939,79.013672&ie=UTF8&hq=babes,+carrytown&hnear=Virginia&ll=38.143198,-77.481079&spn=1.987257,4.938354&z=8&iwloc=A&cid=9577601297426102384
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The President of Vice 

Robert Annandale  
guzziv@verizon.net 

 

We had absolutely fabulous weather for our March ride 

ï much like our February ride. Perhaps putting the 

leadership of the group in the hands of people who ride 

Italian motorcycles is being smiled on by the weather 

gods. 

 

Eighteen motorcycles decided to follow Eppa home 

from Richmond on the 21
st
. All the sand that was 

needed to melt the megatons of snow during our late 

unpleasant winter had piled up in the many curves and 

especially at the intersections along the way. I talked to 

several people who fishtailed a bit at one particular 

intersection but other than that, our highly skilled 

member riders handled the obstacles with nary a 

complaint. 

 

For some reason I must have missed, Eppa decided that 

we should meet a world class acrobatic pigeon breeder. 

Seriously, I could not make this stuff up. The crazy 

birds fly into the air and then go into a crash and roll 

kind of maneuver, losing a hundred feet or so of 

altitude, and then go back to flying. And there are 

world-wide competitions for this kind of thing that this 

guy had won! Who knew? 

  

Lunch at Vinnyôs, about a mile from Eppaôs house, 

was delicious. And the animated camaraderie was 

enjoyed by all. 

(continued pg 9) 

 
  

  

 
 

Peaks of Otter Weekend-2010 April 23 and 24  

 

The 2010 RBMWR gathering at the Peaks of 

Otter will be held on April 23 and 24.  As usual a 

block of 15 rooms are being held in the Club 

name for those two nights.  To reserve a room 

call 800-542-5927.  These rooms will be held 

until March 30.  Reservations will still be 

accepted after that date, assuming rooms are 

available.  According to the staff at the Peaks, the 

rates have remained the same as last year. This is 

a fun event and I hope many of you make the 

effort to attend. 

 

 

 

Picture from the RBMWR Website Gallery 

March  Ride Notes :  Yesterday (March 21, 2010) the RBMWR Club completed it's March group ride with 

approximately 21 riders led by Eppa Wimbish.  And it turned out to be one of those great rides you always remember!  

The weather was absolutely perfect with minimal traffic and overall great conditions, well with the exception of some 

sand in the turns which just added to the excitement.  No one crashed. 

 

Along the way we stopped in Newton, VA, to visit with one of Eppa's friends, Wayne Longest.   

 

See the thing about Wayne is, he's the 2009 World Champion in 11-bird Roller Pigeon competition, and let me tell you 

that's no easy feat. 

During the pre-ride meeting Eppa told the group we'd be stopping to visit an International Champion, in fact THE 2009 

International Champion in 11-bird roller pigeon.  I just figured I hadn't heard what he said and that we were going to 

stop at an ice cream shop or some ethnic restaurant.  

 

(continued below) 

mailto:guzziv@verizon.net
http://www.peaksofotter.com/
http://www.peaksofotter.com/
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When we arrived at this gentleman's house and Eppa again said the words "roller pigeon" I thought "do they 

make tiny little roller skates for birds?".  They do not.  Well actually they probably do however roller 

pigeons don't wear tiny little roller skates.  I was a bit disappointed to learn that tiny little roller skates were 

not involved but it ended up being very interesting just the same. 

 

From the Internet: 

What is a Birmingham Roller Pigeon? 

The Birmingham Roller Pigeon is a domesticated member of the bird family Columbidae. In particular, the 

Roller distinguishes itself by its ability to "roll", or summersault backwards in rapid, tight rotations. The 

rolling can be so fast on its axis that the pigeon resembles a ball of feathers spinning in mid-air.  

Birmingham Rollers, like all domestic pigeons, possess a homing ability which drives them to return to 

where they feel safe and where they find sustenance. With this natural ability, breeders launch groups of 

Rollers into the air to watch and awe at their synchronized acrobatics. During competition, these groups 

(known as "kits") are judged on a variety of factors, including the number of birds rolling simultaneously, 

the depth of the roll, and the quality of the roll, as well as "kitting" ability. 

If you are new to the breed and would like to find out how to get your breeding and flying program started, 

visit our section on Starting Out. Whether or not you are an old hand at it, take your time exploring the site 

and all the opportunities the NBRC offers. 

 

And so the Club witnessed Roller pigeons flying way up high in the sky and then all of a sudden "rolling" 

whereby they tuck their wings and tumble backwards, as a group (if you're lucky), for about 25 feet (if 

you're lucky), and then pull out of the tumble, regroup, and fly up high to repeat this behavior again and 

again.  They love it.  Apparently they eventually get tired and return to the roost for some food and drinks.  

 

Wayne is a master because Wayne knows how to selectively breed these little guys and girls to tumble just 

the right way.   

 

You can learn a lot more here: http://nbrconline.com/Default.aspx?sub=STARTINGOUT 

 

http://nbrconline.com/Competition.aspx 

 

The group stopped off at Vinney's for a late lunch and then broke up for the ride home.   Lots of fun and a 

perfect day. 

 

Thanks Eppa! 

 

 

DUCATI DAN  

(Ride Photo's Below) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://nbrconline.com/Default.aspx?sub=STARTINGOUT
http://nbrconline.com/Default.aspx?sub=STARTINGOUT
http://nbrconline.com/Competition.aspx
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Pictures by Ducati Dan 
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More from Joe  
 

I've updated the club calendar on 

http://www.rbmwr.com to reflect monthly 

meetings through the year as well as club 

dinners through May. Remember O'Toole's 

tomorrow night, then April & May's dinners at 

Brothers Italian Restaurant in Oilville.  

 

Note that we probably will move May's meeting 

to the 4th Sunday to accommodate both the 

Carytown 10K (which occurs on the 3rd Sunday 

& has always been a mess for us) and Tony 

Smith's joint ride with the Hampton Roads 

BMW Club to Ft. Pocahontas for the 

interpretation & reenactment 

(http://www.fortpocahontas.org/reenactments.ht

ml) (scenes from three years ago here: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/mojohand/sets/72

157600237057771/) 

 

We will let you know very, very soon on this--I 

have to coordinate with Babe's, first (Dave 

Jennings, remind me again whom I should talk 

to there?). 

 

Have a good week, 

 

joe 
 

Burt Munro: We have probably all seen the "World's Fastest Indian" by now but here are a few blurbs about this 

amazing character! 

A Bike, a shed , and Burt Munro  

Machines fascinated Burt Munro (1899-1978) from an early age. He was born into a farming family at Edendale, in 

Southland. In 1920 he bought a new Indian óScoutô motorcycle, with a top speed of about 50mph. From then on, his 

ambition was to make it go faster - after 45 years of rebuilding and tuning, it would go four times that speed. 

In the late 1920s, Burt worked as a speedway rider in Australia. He returned to Southland with a young family after the 

Great Depression struck, and sold motorcycles. But his main interest was still the quest for speed. 

In 1948, Burt decided to stop working and concentrate full-time on modifying his two motorcycles - a 1936 Velocette 

and his Indian. With little money, and living in a shed with his tools and bikes, he constantly rebuilt the machines. His 

motto was óIôll never give up until Iôve had a good run.ô  

 

Offerings to the God of Speed  

Another Burt Munro motto was ófix it and try againô. In 50 years, 

he had some 250 motor blow-ups, usually because the con-rods or 

cylinder sleeves couldnôt take the pace. 

With basic equipment and astonishing ingenuity, heôd rebuild the 

engine ready for the next try. He made cylinder linings out of cast-

iron drain pipes and fabricated con-rods from steel Ford-motorcar 

axles. To make a flywheel he cut a coin-sized slice from a 

hydraulic ram, and used a steam-driven hammer to flatten it out to 

about 180mm diameter.  

He cast motorbike pistons using melted-down car pistons plus his 

own additives, and made high-speed tyres by carving the treads off 

factory-made racing tyres. 

His determination paid off. He won many speed trials and race 

events in New Zealand - then he took on the world. 

 

 

http://www.rbmwr.com/
http://www.fortpocahontas.org/reenactments.html
http://www.fortpocahontas.org/reenactments.html
http://www.flickr.com/photos/mojohand/sets/72157600237057771/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/mojohand/sets/72157600237057771/
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2010 MS Bikeathon 

The annual MS Bikeathon will be held on May 22 and 23.  This fund raiser involves a ride to 

Williamsburg and back over 2 days, and for the last 5 years members of the RBMWR have provided the 

majority of the motorcycle escorts.  Our participation is greatly appreciated by the eventôs organizers 

and the riders themselves, and provides a great image enhancement for us.  Anyone interested in 

participating should contact Charles Peters at pccpeters@cs.com or Melanie Householder at 

melanie@householder.org          for details or to sign up. 

 

 

The World's Fastest Indian  

In 1962, at the age of 63 when most people are slowing down, Burt Munro set off for the National Speed Trials at 

Bonneville Salt Flats, Utah, with the same bike heôd bought in 1920 - the first of nine record-attempting trips. 

Bonneville is famous for its land-speed time trials, and Burt broke record after record. On that first trip, he topped the 

American Motorcycle Association record for a bike of 55cu inch displacement (883cc) with a speed of 178.971mph. 

His 1967 speed of 183.586mph still stands today as the world speed record for under 1000cc motorbikes with a 

streamliner - the engine this time had been punched out to a 58.5cu inch displacement (953cc). An unofficial run at 

Bonneville in 1966 clocked 212mph. 

See the bike (MPG 3.7 MB) in action from the film 'The World's Fastest Indian' starring Sir Anthony Hopkins. 

"Guests ð Lots of guests, got their 

names but lost my notes so we are 

just going to appreciate the m more 

next time".  

 

Mike 'Hootie' Shoaf  

Text from: http://www.tepapa.govt.nz/WhatsOn/PastEvents/WFI/Pages/Burt.aspx , 

http://www.tepapa.govt.nz/WhatsOn/PastEvents/WFI/Pages/Speed.aspx    

http://www.tepapa.govt.nz/WhatsOn/PastEvents/WFI/Pages/Indian.aspx Date accessed: 2/08/10 Reproduced courtesy of 

Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa This permission relates to the text in these web pages only. Dear John, Thank 

you for your email confirming the text you wish to reproduce in your newsletter. I am pleased to grant you permission to 

reproduce the extracts from our website Kind regards, Victoria Leachman, Rights Manager Museum of New Zealand 

Te Papa Tongarewa PO Box 467 Cable Street, Wellington, New Zealand 

Ragged as the 

Road  

(click)  

Is that a 

GS Road?  

http://bikevar.nationalmssociety.org/site/PageServer?pagename=BIKE_VAR_homepage
mailto:pccpeters@cs.com
mailto:melanie@householder.org
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_World%27s_Fastest_Indian
http://www.tepapa.govt.nz/WhatsOn/PastEvents/WFI/Pages/Speed.
http://www.tepapa.govt.nz/WhatsOn/PastEvents/WFI/Pages/Indian.aspx
http://www.tepapa.govt.nz/Tepapa/English/
http://www.tepapa.govt.nz/Tepapa/English/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wO9ol5VrTUI&feature=fvw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wO9ol5VrTUI&feature=fvw


Newsletter   8 

 

  

BMW Motorrad USA Expands Dealer Network with the Opening of Eight New Facilities 

BMW Motorrad USA has announced the opening of eight new dealerships within the past five months to better serve BMW 

motorcycle customers in new and underserved markets. 

 

ñIn 2010 and beyond we will continue to identify growth opportunities for the BMW brand in markets that do not currently have a 

BMW motorcycle dealership by partnering with new or existing motorcycle dealers in those areas,ò commented Todd Andersen, 

BMW Motorrad USA Marketing Manager. 

 

The newest authorized BMW dealerships include: Van-Wall Powersports in Perry, IA; BMW Motorcycles of Chattanooga in 

Chattanooga, Tenn.; Bergen County BMW Motorcycles in Rochelle Park, NJ; Montgomeryville Cycle Center in Hatfield, PA; 

BMW Motorcycles Tulsa in Tulsa, OK; BMW Motorcycles of Spokane/Westside Motorsports in Spokane, WA; BMW Motorcycles 

of Utah in Sandy, UT; and Kissell Motor Sports in State College, PA. 

 

ñOur dedicated dealer network was the key to our success last year,ò added Mr. Andersen, citing the fact that BMW Motorrad USA 

outperformed the industry for the 2nd year in a row in 2009 despite an overall motorcycle industry decline of 41 percent. ñOur 

dealers continued to serve our customers well thanks to new products like the K1300 GT, K 1300 S, and the new S 1000 RR 

Superbike, as well as attractive financing programs from BMW Financial Services.ò 

2010-02-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


